Congress of the Mnited States
House of Representatioes
- ADashington, DC 20515

February 4, 2005

The Honorable George W. Bush
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

We write to you with a sense of dismay that your direction on recent policies and
decisions regarding wild Pacific salmon will not restore self-sustaining and harvestable
populations of this regional icon and national treasure. These developments also threaten
the families, cultures, businesses, and communities of the Pacific states that depend on
salmon for their livelihood.

In particular, we have serious concerns with three recent actions that jeopardize
the survival and undermine chances of recovery for salmon from California to Alaska: 1)
the final Federal Columbia River Power System (FCRPS) Biological Opinion, released
by the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) on November 30; 2) NMFS' proposed
critical habitat designations for endangered and threatened salmon and steelhead in
Washington, Oregon, Idaho, and California, also released on November 30 and; 3) the
hatchery fish listing policy proposed by NMFS and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
due out in final form by June 2005.

Collectively, these rule changes and proposals constitute an enormous step
backwards in our nation's efforts and send a clear signal to our constituents that your
administration is giving up on recovery and settling merely for the goal of survival of
these stocks and probable loss of communities dependent on these fish. Allowing
salmon populations to reach near extinction is both unacceptable and completely
unnecessary. We point to the U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy's (USCOP) Final
Report, "An Ocean Blueprint for the 21st Century," as evidence that salmon populations
are dangerously low and that habitat loss due to development and dam construction are
some of the primary causes for this problem. Restoring this resource makes common
sense; salmon mean business and jobs for all west coast communities.

Also, these recent attempts to weaken the statutory mandate to protect critical
habitat and recover salmon will undermine the credibility and the accountability of
NMFS' habitat protection efforts. As you know, protecting habitat is at the heart of
NMFS' mission and is an integral part of its endeavors towards ecosystem-based
management. Thus, these recent actions seem to be in contradiction to its mission, and
forces us to ask the following question: How will marine ecosystems, the valuable fish



species that depend on those ecosystems and, in turn, the economic health of the
recreational and commercial fishing industries, as well as Tribal fisheries, benefit from
rules that are weak and provide for little protection and recovery for salmon?

Salmon recovery efforts must be guided by the best available science and sound
economics. These are important guidelines for safeguarding the interests of our citizens
and our nation’s natural resources. However, your Administration's policy initiatives are
fundamentally a wrong step in the protection and recovery of wild salmon. Therefore, we
join with our colleagues in the Senate in urging you, as you begin your second term in
office, to ensure that your administration’s salmon plans and policies are scientifically
credible, legally defensible and will lead to harvestable populations of salmon sufficient
to support fishing-dependent coastal and rural economies and the tens of thousands of
jobs a revitalized fishing industry can once again provide. A federal salmon policy that
does not meet these vitally important criteria should and must be discarded to make room

for one that does.
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Member of Congress
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Lane Evans
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Robert Wexler
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